Matthews eager to face Coyotes 
in special Valley homecoming 
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VALLEY FEVER 
CASES SURGE 


November saw highest numbers in two years 


Ken Alltucker Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK 


he number of valley fever cases reported in Arizona last month reached the 


highest monthly total in more than two years. e The Arizona Department of 


Health Services reported 926 cases in November — the highest since Sep- 


tember 2015. e The monthly surge means the total number of cases this year will 
likely eclipse the 2016 total of 6,101, though it will fall well short of the 2015 total of 
7,622. e “We did notice the spike in November cases but we are not sure why we saw 


that spike,” said Cara Christ, director of the Arizona Department of Health Services. 


What is valley fever? 


Valley fever is caused by breathing airborne 
fungal spores, called Coccidioides, or cocci, 


found in Arizona soil. 


Experts believe the disease is under-report- 
ed in Arizona, California’s Central Valley and in 


Individuals with valley fever have flu-like 
symptoms such as fever, cough, fatigue, short- 


ness of breath and rash. More people recover 
on their own, but some require more intense 


medical care. In some cases, the infection can 


body. 


other states where the disease-triggering fun- 


gus spores exist. 


See FEVER, Page 8A 


spread beyond the lungs into other parts of the 


Valley fever is caused by breathing airborne fungal spores, called Coccidioides, or cocci, 


found in Arizona soil. NICK OZA/THE REPUBLIC 


Bill would 
allow SAT, 
ACT over 
AZMERIT 


Lawmaker: Students not 
serious about state test 


Tristan Ettleman 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Arizona juniors could take the SATs 
or ACTs for free if recently introduced 
legislation becomes law. 

But every student would have to 
take one of the tests — regardless of 
whether they plan to go to college. 

House Bill 2037, introduced Dec. 18 
by Rep. Heather Carter, R-Cave Creek, 
would eliminate the state require- 
ments that juniors take the AZMERIT 
test and the science portion of the 
AIMS test. Instead, they would have to 
take the SAT or ACT during school 
hours. 

Students wouldn't have to get a cer- 
tain score on the tests in order to grad- 
uate. 

Carter said the low stakes of Az- 
MERIT result in students not trying 
very hard on the tests, and that she be- 
lieves requiring college-readiness ex- 
ams instead would set them up for 
success. 

“Universities and scholarship pro- 
grams seek out those students that do 
well,” she said. 


What it would do 


The goal of AZMERIT is to provide 
insight into a student’s educational 
growth. Carter said sucha goal is wast- 
ed on students taking the test during 
their junior year, since they typically 
receive results their senior year. 

At that point, she said, the college- 
readiness exams would serve them 
better. 

Furthermore, she said, providing 
the ACT or SAT tests free to students 
during school hours and making them 
compulsory would dramatically in- 
crease the number of students who 
take the test. 

A recent pilot program funded by 
state budget money provided free 
SATs and ACTs to interested students 
in select districts. But the $235,000 al- 
located ran out before all of the inter- 
ested districts were funded. 

Gov. Doug Ducey’s office supple- 
mented the program to cover the dis- 


See TEST, Page 7A 


Utah deputy punches way through ice to save child 


David DeMille 
St. George Spectrum 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


An 8-year-old boy who was pulled 
from a frozen southern Utah pond on 
Christmas Day is awake and recovering, 
law enforcement officials said Wednes- 
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day. 

The boy, identified as Jason, has 
been hospitalized since late Monday, 
when a Washington County Sheriff’s 
deputy punched his way through the ice 
with his fists and dove into freezing wa- 
ter to rescue the boy. 

The boy’s family has asked for priva- 
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2018 will test Elon Musk, 
Tesla’s business model 


cy following the incident, but a press of- 
ficial with the sheriff’s office said the 
family wanted to “thank the public for 
the prayers and thoughtful messages 
they have received during this difficult 
time.” 

The father reported through the sher- 
iff’s office that Jason was awake and co- 


herent, responding to questions from 
hospital staff. 

Sgt. Aaron Thompson, the deputy 
who pulled the boy from the water, was 
hailed as a hero by the sheriff and others 
in the community, although on Tuesday 


See RESCUE, Page 5A 


PROTECT YOUR 
HOME AND FAMILY 
FROM ARIZONA'S 


Arizona Wildcats quarterback Khalil Tate prepares to 
throw the ball against the Purdue Boilermakers in 
the Foster Farms Bowl. Visit sports.azcentral.com for 
results. NEVILLE E. GUARD/USA TODAY SPORTS 


Tesla, the upstart that has defied the rules of the 
auto industry, is finishing up a year when the chal- 
lenges of manufacturing a mass-market electric car 
in large quantities finally hit home. 1B 


Note to readers 


Because of a production error, Wednesday’s United 
Features crossword puzzle appeared with incom- 
plete clues. The full version appears on page 13A. 


Weather 


High 77° KLow 47° 
Sunny. Forecast, 2A 
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HARD WATER 


FREE TRIAL ona Kinetico hybrid unit 
that SOFTENS and FILTERS your water. We'll 


even waive installation to homes pre-plumbed 


for water treatment. 
Expires 12/29/17. Call for details. 


kineticoaz.com 


Kinetico Water has the largest selection of independently certified, 
scientifically-proven water treatment systems. Made in America. 


& Kinetico 
water systems 


rouomersoe 602-910-6590 
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